School District No.85

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
January (Wa'ya̱nx̱) 14, 2022
(Herring Spawning Time)
UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF:
Soup Day

Jan. 26

Ski Trip– Intermediates

Feb. 7

Soup Day

Feb. 9

Trent Arterberry performance

Feb. 9

Pro-D Day

Feb. 11

Family Day—no school

Feb. 21

**PAC Meeting** day change

Feb. 17

Soup Day

Feb. 23

MISSION STATEMENT
As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills. The strength of the
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.

A. J. ELLIOTT ELEMENTARY
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BOX 149
SOINTULA, B. C.
VON 3E0
Phone: 250-973-6331
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Daily Health Check
Thank you for doing daily health checks every morning and not sending students to school if they are symptomatic. The K-12 Health Check App https://
www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1 can be used for
the daily assessment of symptoms. The app will ask you about your symptoms and either recommend contacting a health care professional and staying
home, or staying home until you are better depending on your symptoms.

Welcome Back
We were excited to welcome students back to the building this week. We would like to thank you all for your patience while the staff worked to put plans in place in the event that a school closure is needed due to the pandemic. If you have not answered the email you received from your child's teacher last week about your needs should
we have to transition to online learning, we would appreciate if you could do that as soon as possible. Our updated Communicable Disease Prevention Plan can be found on our school website https://ajes.sd85.bc.ca/ .
We would like to thank families for being diligent in doing health checks each morning before school and keeping
students home who are not feeling well. The K-12 Health Check App can be used for the daily assessment of
symptoms. We would also like to thank you for ensuring that your child has a mask that fits well each day and that
they have extras to change into if their mask becomes wet or dirty.
Mount Cain Trip
A ski trip is planned for the intermediate class on Monday, February 7. Students who choose
not to join this trip are still able to come to school that day. As this is considered a high-risk
trip, parents must attend a field trip meeting in order for their children to participate. The
meeting will be held over Zoom on Thursday, January 20 at 6:30 p.m. If you are unable to
attend the meeting you will need to call the school and set up another time to meet. Information packages are being sent home today and should be returned to school following the
meeting on the 20th. The mountain is open that day and families wanting to join in will need to take their own
transportation to and from the mountain and follow school and Mt. Cain COVID protocols. Please contact the
school if you have any questions before our meeting.

STEM Challenge
The primary and intermediate students started the new year participating
in a STEM challenge Monday afternoon. Teams created a name, developed
a plan, and then built marvellous contraptions to protect an egg dropped
from a ladder. All but 2 eggs survived the drop. The students showed great
creative and critical thinking skills as they worked together on their designs.

SOUP DAY
The smells wafting in
the hallway from the
Bacon Potato soup had
us salivating! Thank
you to the following
“souper” helpers: Leeland,
Rylann, Acacia, Oaklynn, and Juno.
The next Soup Day is
Wednesday, January
26th. A very popular
spaghetti will be served.
We would like to thank
the Sointula Recreation Association for their support of the A. J.
soup program.

Science Fair

West Coast Seeds

The staff have made
the decision to postpone this year's annual
science fair due to the
uncertainty caused
by the current situation with
the pandemic. We will
revisit this decision
after spring break
when hopefully things
will have stabilized
more.

Our PAC was waitlisted to be part of the West
Coast Seeds fundraiser this year. Unfortunately,
due to such high interest, we were unable to
secure a spot in this program. We hope to be
able to offer West Coast Seeds again next year.

Family Literacy Week January is 23-30, 2022
(Shared from the Mount Waddington Family Literacy
Society)
The theme this year is “Let’s Connect! Care * Play * Listen.”

When we connect, we build strong relationships, create trust, and support our social, emotional and physical health.
The theme ties into the four living inquiries of the BC Early Learning Framework.
What is family literacy?
“Family literacy is the way parents, children and extended family members use literacy at
home and in the community. It occurs naturally during the routines of daily life and helps children and adults get things done.” – Hayden & Saunders, 2017
Playing games, telling and reading stories, cooking together and outdoor adventures all
promote literacy skills and family connection.

Ideas for Family Literacy Week

Find ideas for connecting as a family and incorporating active play in the Family Literacy
Week backgrounder and activity sheets by age group from Decoda Literacy Solutions.
Enter the Family Literacy Week Photo Contest for individuals or classes. Participants can
take photos of family literacy activities using “Let’s Connect!” themes, post on social media
with #FLW2022 or #Connect4Literacy and be entered to win a prize (individual prize is a family
literacy kit; class prize is a $100 gift card).
Read All About Lit Family Literacy Week blog posts throughout January.
Download the ‘Learning in the Great Outdoors’ Activity Book from from ABC Life Literacy Canada. It includes ideas for outdoor family learning, crafts, word games, a recipe,
winter Bingo and more!

