School District No.85

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
November (ǥwax̱sa̱m) 26, 2021
(Dog Salmon Time)
UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF:
Soup Day

Dec. 1

Sierra Club Presentation

Dec. 1

PAC Meeting-7:30 pm

Dec. 2

3 Way Conferences

Dec. 67

Early Dismissal—12:36

Dec. 7

Movie—pm

Dec. 10

Soup Day

Dec. 15

Reports go home

Dec. 17

Christmas Break

Dec. 20
-Jan. 4

Inservice Day—no school

Jan. 3

Students return to school

Jan. 4

MISSION STATEMENT
As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills. The strength of the
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.

A. J. ELLIOTT ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
BOX 149
SOINTULA, B. C.
VON 3E0
Phone: 250-973-6331
Fax: 250-973-6553
E-mail: dgarrett@sd85.bc.ca
Website: ajes.sd85.bc.ca

Early Dismissal-Three Way Conferencing
Please make note that Tuesday, Dec. 7th is an early dismissal day for three-way
conferences. Students will have class from 8:50-12:30. They will be dismissed at
12:30 and will have lunch at home that day. They will still need snack for recess.
SOUP DAY
The next Soup Day is Wednesday, December 1st. The
“souper” crew will be serving a luscious sweet potato coconut
soup.
We would like to thank the Sointula Recreation Association for their support of the A. J. soup program.

Daily Health Check
Thank you for doing daily health checks every morning and not sending students to school if they are symptomatic. The K-12 Health Check App https://
www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1 can be used for
the daily assessment of symptoms. The app will ask you about your symptoms and either recommend contacting a health care professional and staying
home, or staying home until you are better depending on your symptoms.

The original artwork on the phone
directories is beautiful. Here are
just a few examples.
They will be available for sale by
December 1st for $10 each.

Communicating Student Learning
As we have several new families this year, I would like to share information about three-way conferences and how
we communicate student learning in our school. Several years ago, in consultation with parents, we moved from a
traditional reporting model focused on report cards and letter grades to a model that is focused on student learning
and growth. The format we use now allows parents and students to be more involved in the process.
Things will be a little different again this year due to current COVID guidelines. Instead of parents, teachers, and
students meeting at the school, parents will be joining the conferences over Zoom. In some cases
(for conferences outside of school hours) students will bring their work samples home and parents, student, and
the teacher(s) will meet in Zoom.
Your child’s three-way conference time will be sent home either this week or early next week. Please let us know if
this day/time doesn't work for your family so that we can reschedule. Zoom invites will be sent home next week.
What to Expect at Your Three-Way Conference
• Your conference will be an in-depth conversation between teacher(s), parent(s), and student based on a collection
of student work.
• Teachers and students will comment on learning in a conference format rather than a formal written report.
• At the conference, learning goals will be determined by the student, parent(s) and teacher(s).
• Conference notes, along with content area achievement will be kept in the student’s file.

• Parents will receive a copy of the notes from the conference.
Questions You May Have About This Format:
How will I know whether or not my child is learning and developing at an age or grade appropriate level?
This conferencing and reporting is based on provincial performance standards that define expectations in numeracy, reading and writing for each grade level.
Will I see all of my child’s teachers?
You may not see all the teachers at the same conference, but you can email, make an appointment, etc., with any
teacher you wish to at any time. The teachers have worked together to prepare for these conferences and have
shared student learning information.
How long does the conference last?

The conference will take about 20-25 minutes. In order to meet with all families the conferences are scheduled one
after the other. Please do your best to be on time. When you open the Zoom link you will enter the "waiting room"
and I will invite you into the conference when the conference before yours has finished. Please use a username that
I will recognize.
What if we can't meet over Zoom?
Please call the school and talk with your child's teacher about finding an alternative that will work.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Watson

Primary Science
The K/1/2/3s worked in teams this week to develop their own friction experiments. The students
learned about controlling variables and how to design
an experiment. This is part of our first term unit on
forces and motion.

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES

