School District No.85

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
September ('lix̱a̱m) 24, 2021
(Wide Face Moon)
UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF:
Truth and Reconciliation Week

Sept.
27

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation—no school

Sept.
30

PAC Meeting via ZOOM 6:30 pm

Oct. 7

Thanksgiving

Oct. 11

Provincial Pro-D—no school

Oct. 22

Photo Day

Nov. 3

Remembrance Day—no school

Nov. 11

District Pro-D—no school

Nov. 19

3 Way Conferences

Dec. 67

Early Dismissal—12:36

Dec. 7

Reports go home

Dec. 17

Christmas Break

Dec. 20
-Jan. 4

Inservice Day—no school

Jan. 3

MISSION STATEMENT
As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills. The strength of the
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.

A. J. ELLIOTT ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
BOX 149
SOINTULA, B. C.
VON 3E0
Phone: 250-973-6331
Fax: 250-973-6553
E-mail: dgarrett@sd85.bc.ca
Website: ajes.sd85.bc.ca

FORMS TO BE RETURNED
A package was sent home with your children that
included information and forms that need to be
completed and returned to the school. Thank you
to those who have returned their forms and to
those who haven’t please return them as soon as
possible.

Dress for the Weather
Please be sure that your child is dressed for the weather
each day as we are trying to spend as much time as we
can outside. We also go out for our recess and lunch
breaks unless it is very stormy. Also, just a reminder
that some students still need to bring a change of
clothes to school for days they get wet.

Form for Medication at School
In order to maintain a uniform, safe and efficient way of dispensing
medication at school, if your child requires medication and you have
not filled out the required form, Medication and/or Treatment Data,
please contact your school secretary and request a form. Please have
the form completed by your doctor, sign it yourself and return it to the
school as soon as possible. This procedure complies with school board
policy regarding medications to be taken at school. This form refers to medication that must be taken on a
regular or emergency basis. If you have any questions, please call the school principal. Where applicable,
the child should be encouraged to wear a Medic Alert bracelet.

Parent Advisory Council (PAC)
Our first virtual PAC meeting of the year will be Thursday, October 7 at 6:30 p.m. Zoom links will be emailed
to all families the week of the meeting.
What is a PAC?
The School Act gives parents the right, through Parent Advisory Councils (PACs), to provide feedback in their
school. PAC is the officially recognized collective voice of parents of their school. A PAC, through its elected
officers, may advise the school board, the principal and staff of the school respecting any matter relating to
the education of the students and the school.
PACs are forums within each school community to discuss matters affecting your school and the education of
your children. Parents’ voices are a tremendous value to their school. They offer a wealth of ideas and support in the challenges that face all public schools. PACs strive to represent the diversity within their communities and contribute to the benefit of all students by:
providing opportunities to educate and inform parents about the school;
involving parents in volunteer activities; and
openly discussing parents’ concerns and aspirations for their schools.
Who can become a member of the PAC?
All parents and guardians of students registered in the school are able to participate and are members of the
PAC.
Purposes of a PAC
1. To advise the school principal and staff on parents’ views and feedback about school programs, policies,
plans and activities.
2. To organize PAC activities and events and endeavour to provide parent education.
3. To encourage parent involvement in the school, and to support programs that promote parent involvement.

4. To communicate with parents, and to promote co-operation between the home and the school in providing support for the education of children.
5. To assist parents in accessing the system and to advocate on behalf of parents and students.
6. To provide financial support for the goals of the PAC, as determined by its membership.
To advise and participate in the activities of the District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) and the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC).

Measures, Policies, and Practices to Reduce Risk
The following measures are taken from our school's Communicable Disease Prevention Plan. This is a condensed list.
The full plan is posted on the school website.
Daily Health Checks

 Before coming to work all staff members must conduct a daily health check/self-assessment and upon arrival at

work must complete a Daily Personal Health Check; Parents and Caregivers have been asked to assess their children
daily for illness before sending them to school.

Symptoms of Illness

 All staff and students who have symptoms of illness must stay home (students and staff who experience symptoms

consistent with a previously diagnosed health condition, e.g. seasonal allergies, can continue to attend school when they
are experiencing these symptoms as normal).

 Practices are in place for students and staff who become sick while at school/work to be sent home as soon as possible.

Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette

 We promote the importance of diligent hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette to staff and students regularly. Students wash or sanitize their hands upon school entry and before/after breaks and eating, using washroom, using frequently touched shared equipment, and before returning home. These practices are taught and reinforced regularly.
Physical Distancing

 Physical distancing is being encouraged at the school and spaces are organized with this in mind. Staff and students
are reminded to observe personal space and strategies are in place to avoid crowding and manage the flow of people in
common areas.

 Plexiglass barriers (both stationary and portable) are available to be used when unable to wear a mask and teaching
in close proximity to students.

 Students line up on our social distancing markers (blue dots) when entering the building and when lining up for the
bus to avoid crowding.

Personal Protective Equipment

 Staff are required to wear a mask or a face shield (in which case a mask should be worn in addition to the face
shield) indoors in schools and on school buses. All students in grades 4-12 are required to wear a mask indoors in
schools and on school buses. Some individuals may have a medical exemption from wearing a mask.

 Students in grades K to 3 are encouraged to wear a mask indoors and on school buses. Mask wearing remains a
personal or family/caregiver choice for these students, and their choices must be respected.
Cleaning and Disinfecting

 In addition to general cleaning of the premises, and cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces, at least
once in a 24-hour period, our district is continuing with the enhanced cleaning measures that were put in place last year.

 All staff have access to disinfecting spray and use it throughout the day to disinfect high touch surfaces.
Ventilation and Circulation

 HVAC system is fitted with MERV 13 filters and covers the office, medical room, foyer, library, and intermediate

classroom. A portable HEPA filter has been placed in the K/1/2/3 room and two more portable HEPA filters have been
ordered for the K/1 room and the computer lab.

 Natural ventilation is maximized by opening doors and windows when possible.
 Learning outside is encouraged when weather and the activity permits.
Water Fountains

 The water fountains remain turned off and students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles from home.

Daily Health Check
Before coming to school all students and adults must conduct a daily health check/self assessment. Please
do not send your student to school if they have any signs or symptoms of illness or if they have been in close
contact with a confirmed case of Covid19.
Illness symptoms include: fever, cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat/ trouble swallowing, runny nose or
red eyes, loss of taste or smell, not feeling well, tired or sore muscles, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea.
The British Columbia Daily Health check website is an easy way to decide if your child should come to school
based on their symptoms. Learn more at http://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca . Families can also call 811 or
their family physician for guidance.

SD85 School District Elementary Counselling Services
Hello, Parents!
Just wanted you to know that school counselling services are available to all students. If your child is having
some struggles due to social/emotional issues (such as anxiety, loss/grief, divorce or other family issues,
friendship problems, or other challenges), please feel free to request a school counselling referral form. You
may wish to discuss your concerns with your child’s teacher, the principal, or myself, first (see my contact
info below).
I will be at AJ Elliott School every other Wednesday, this year. (I provide school counselling for all the elementary schools in our school district.)
If you would like to contact me, you can email ahagen@sd85.bc.ca , or text me at 250-230-7711, to set up a
time to talk. Let me know if I can help you with any school counselling concerns, support resources, or assistance accessing other counselling services such as Child & Youth Mental Health (CYMH) or North Island Crisis
& Counselling Centre (NICCC).
I hope that you and your child have a successful and enjoyable school year!
Kind regards,
Angela Hagen

Hands-on
math with the
2/3/4s. The
students are
representing
numbers in as
many different ways as
they can using
base ten
blocks.

The tables for our outdoor learning area arrived
yesterday and were assembled by our maintenance team. The next step is the preparation of
the site.

ARE YOU NEW TO MALCOLM ISLAND? HAS YOUR PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?
A. J. Elliott Elementary School has been compiling a local phone directory for the last several years
as a fundraiser.
We are going to be putting the phone directory together this fall and if you would like to be included please provide your information by contacting the school at 250-973-6331 or email
dgarrett@sd85.bc.ca.
There are current lists of what we have for phone numbers at the Sointula Resource Centre and
the Post Office. There are also sheets on the Co-op and Post Office notice boards for adding or updating your phone number.

What is Orange Shirt Day?
Orange Shirt Day was inspired by Phyllis Webstad's story and launched in 2013. Her story is the centre for
what has become a national movement to recognize the survivors of Indian residential schools, honour
them, and show a collective commitment to ensure that Every Child Matters. Orange Shirt Day recognizes
the legacy of the Residential Schools System for First Nations, Métis and Inuit families and communities. Orange shirt day is an important event that occurs across Canada. It signifies the emotional, mental and
physical trauma that First Nations, Inuit and Métis endured during the residential school era. It is held in remembrance of residential school victims and honours the healing of survivors and their families. This is also
an opportunity for First Nations, local governments, schools and communities to come together in the spirit
of reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come.
The date, September 30, was chosen because it is the time of year in which children were taken from their
homes and forced into their harsh new reality of residential schools. It is also an opportunity to set the stage
for anti-racism and anti-bullying policies for the coming school year.
The colour orange represents hope that Indigenous families and communities are healing. It symbolizes solidarity with Indigenous communities and has become a symbol of defiance and a commitment to a better
future and reconciliation.
Wearing orange is one of the most accessible ways to show solidarity with Indigenous communities. It is
showing that you support the lives of these children; you support our collective healing process and relationship building between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.
For "Orange Shirt Day" please help us honour and support all of the Residential School Survivors, their
families and communities. Every Child Matters - Wear an orange shirt or something orange to school to
encourage meaningful Reconciliation across Canada on Wednesday, September 29th.
National Day of Truth and Reconciliation
In June 2021, the Canadian government passed legislation to declare a “National Day for Truth and Reconciliation”, to be observed on September 30, beginning in 2021. It fulfills the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Call to Action #80: “to establish, as a statutory holiday, a National Day for Truth and Reconciliation to honour Survivors [of Residential Schools], their families, and communities, and ensure that
public commemoration of the history and legacy of residential schools remains a vital component of the reconciliation.
Truth and Reconciliation Week
Truth and Reconciliation Week is a 5-day national event that
will continue the conversations from Every Child Matters.
Important conversations including the truths of the Indigenous treaties, First Nation, Métis and Inuit land claims, and
the residential school’s system. More information, including
registration for the week of free webinars can be found at
the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation website https://nctr.ca/education/trw/ .

