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MISSION STATEMENT 

As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and 
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their 
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills.  The strength of the 
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child 
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.   

UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF: 

3 Way Conferences Dec. 6-

7 

Early Dismissal—12:36 Dec. 7 

Movie—pm Dec. 10 

Reports go home Dec. 17 

Christmas Break Dec. 20

-Jan. 4 

Inservice Day—no school Jan. 3 

Students return to school Jan. 4 

Daily Health Check 

 
Thank you for doing daily health checks every morning and not sending stu-
dents to school if they are symptomatic. The K-12 Health Check App  https://
www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1 can be used for 
the daily assessment of symptoms. The app will ask you about your symp-
toms and either recommend contacting a health care professional and staying 
home,  or staying home until you are better depending on your symptoms. 

SOUP DAY 

The “souper” helpers for this week’s soup were Nik, Star, Katia, and 
Sinead.  This was the last Soup Day for 2021.  The first Soup Day for 
2022 will be Wednesday, January 5th. 

We would like to thank the Sointula Recreation Association for their sup-
port of the A. J. soup program. 

Early Dismissal-Three Way Conferencing 

Please make note that Tuesday, Dec. 7th is an early dismissal day for 
three-way conferences. Students will have class from 8:50-12:30. 
They will be dismissed at 12:30 and will have lunch at home that 
day. They will still need snack for recess. 

 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION REMEMBRANCE DAY CONTEST 

We had students send submissions to this contest and they did very well. 

Malcom—1st. Prize for Black and White Poster 

Remembrance Day Literary Contest: 

Joey—1st. Prize  Star—2nd. Prize  Storm—3rd. Prize  

https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1


Communicating Student Learning 

We are looking forward to meeting with families next week for three-way conferences. Conference times and Zoom 

links were sent home this week. Please contact the school if you did not receive this information or if you need to 

change your conference time. Conferences are scheduled one after the other so please do your best to be on time 

so that we can try our best to stay on schedule. When you sign on to Zoom using your link you will enter the waiting 

room until the conference before yours ends. 

 What to Expect at Your Three-Way Conference  

• Your conference will be an in-depth conversation between teacher(s), parent(s), and student based on a collec-

tion of student work.  

• Teachers and students will comment on learning in a conference format rather than a formal written report. 

• At the conference, learning goals will be determined by the student, parent(s) and teacher(s).  

• Conference notes, along with content area achievement will be kept in the student’s file.  

• Parents will receive a copy of the notes from the conference.  

Food Hamper 

AJ's Student's Council is setting up a table at AJ Elliott for items to add to the Loaves and Fishes food hamper.  You 
may send students with canned items that are not expired. We will be accepting these items until December 16th. 

Thanks for your support! 

Mount Cain Trip 

Our school has booked Monday, February 7 for a ski trip to Mount Cain. The trip is dependent on COVID guidelines 
at the time, but we are hopeful that the intermediate students will be able to spend a day swooshing down the 
slopes. In the last few years we have also taken the primary students for a day of sledding and playing in the snow. 
At this time we are unsure if the primary students will be able to join us as that requires many extra adults to come 
along. We will keep you posted on the planning for this trip in the New Year. 

Christmas Concert 

The students and staff will be celebrating Christmas the afternoon of December 15. Due to current COVID guide-
lines we will not be able to invite families or the community to celebrate with us. The students' performances will 
be shared before Christmas break in their digital portfolios. 



MATH CORNER 

Double Digit Addition Strategy “Splitting” 
 

Splitting is a strategy that we teach students before regrouping using the traditional 

algorithm like most of us learned when we went to school. 
 

               21   +   16                                            66   +   54        
                  

             20  1    10  6                                       60  6     50  4     
 

  Gather the tens 20 + 10 = 30                  Gather the tens 60 + 50 = 110 

  Gather the ones 1 + 6 = 7                        Gather the ones 6 + 4 = 10 

  Put them together 30 + 7 = 37            Put them together 110 + 10 = 120 
 

 

Splitting the numbers into tens and ones helps students see the value of place 

value. For example, in the first question, the tens place is not just 2. Its value is 20 

or 2 tens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that numbers are flexible!?  You can move numbers on the number line  to make 
them easier to work with.  This is a great strategy to make division  easier.  

 

For instance 640 divided by .3  will have the same answer as 6400 divided by 3.  How did I do 
that?  I multiplied both numbers by 10 to get rid of the decimal.  Another way to shift numbers 
on the number line is to divide by 10.  For instance 140 divided by 20 is the same as 14 divided 
by 2.  

 

Wasn't that making the problem simpler! 

 

Try this next time you are doing homework with your child.  

 

 

Math corner is a new addition to our newsletter. Each month we will share math strategies the 
students are learning at school to assist families when students are working on math at home.  



Indigenous Circle 
The Tree of Life 

 
The cedar tree is considered the “Tree of Life” by the Pacific Northwest Coast First Nations Peoples.  This natural 
resource sustains the mind, body and soul as virtually every part of the tree, roots, bark, wood, and branches have 
been utilized throughout history, and still today, to make an abundance of valuable resources.  
Bark is gathered in the springtime when the sap is running.  Words of thanks to the trees are always given because its 
many uses make life easier for the communities.  
Without giving thanks, it is feared that the natural resources could be taken away. 
Some of the items made from the cedar tree are:   
Bighouses, canoes, paddles, totem poles fishing gear, spears, hooks, fishing floats, nets, ropes,  
tools, cooking utensils and weapons.  Storage and cooking boxes are made from steamed wood that is bent.  Baskets, 
mats, hats, capes, and other clothing are made of the inner bark. 
The branches and roots are also made into baskets and the roots are used for sewing together the bent boxes that are 
used for cooking.  Medicines are made. 
Cedar also plays a major role in cedar bark regalia and spiritual ceremonies. 
Ceremonial dancers’ regalia might include head rings, neck rings, wristlets braided from cedar, and ceremonial cedar 
masks. 
 
Everyone enjoyed finally having a nice day to be outside.   
The intermediate class took a walk to the ballpark to gather t̓sap̓ax̱ (red cedar, leaves), sticks, cones, moss, etc. The 
primary class frolicked in the school forest collecting the same pieces of nature. 

We came across a couple of  
very friendly reindeer in our  
forest. 

After reviewing the many wonders of 
the "Tree of Life", the K-7 students 
made a k̓wa’x̱tłu (cedar  - large tree or 
cedar log) from their forest foraging 
finds.  


