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MISSION STATEMENT 

As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and 
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their 
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills.  The strength of the 
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child 
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.   

UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF: 

PAC Meeting via ZOOM 6:30 pm Oct. 7 

Thanksgiving Oct. 11 

Provincial Pro-D—no school Oct. 22 

Photo Day Nov. 3 

Remembrance Day—no school Nov. 11 

District Pro-D—no school Nov. 19 

3 Way Conferences Dec. 6-

7 

Early Dismissal—12:36 Dec. 7 

Reports go home Dec. 17 

Christmas Break Dec. 20

-Jan. 4 

Inservice Day—no school Jan. 3 

Dress for the Weather  

Please be sure that your child is dressed for the weather 
each day as we are trying to spend as much time as we 
can outside. We also go out for our recess and lunch 
breaks unless it is very stormy.  Also, just a reminder 
that some students still need to bring a change of 
clothes to school for days they get wet. 

Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 

Our first virtual PAC meeting of the year will be Thursday, October 7 at 
6:30 p.m.  Zoom links will be emailed to all families the week of the 
meeting.  

Congratulations 
to Acacia who 
was the winner 
of the beautiful 
orange Every 
Child Matters 
hoodie. 
 

ARE YOU NEW TO MALCOLM ISLAND?    

HAS YOUR PHONE NUMBER CHANGED? 

A. J. Elliott Elementary School has been compil-

ing a local phone directory for the last several 

years as a fundraiser. 

We are going to be putting the phone directo-

ry together this fall and if you would like to be 

included please provide your information by 

contacting the school at 250-973-6331 or email 

dgarrett@sd85.bc.ca. 

There are current lists of what we have for 

phone numbers at the Sointula Resource Cen-

tre and the Post Office. There are also sheets on 

the Co-op and Post Office notice boards for 

adding or updating your phone number.  

mailto:dgarrett@sd85.bc.ca


 Truth and Reconciliation Week in K/1/2/3 
The K-3 students began the week looking at sharing circles and 
the protocols associated with them. We read the story, The Sharing 
Circle by written by Theresa “Corky” Larsen-Jonasson and illustrated by 
Jessika Von Innerebner. Students participated in a sharing circle each day 
this week based on the stories we used to learn about and discuss Truth and 
Reconciliation. The students were very thoughtful about what they 
shared and the questions they asked. 
 

On Monday, we read, Shi-shi-etko written by Nicola I. Campbell and illustrated by 
Kim LaFave. This story introduces the idea of what children were leaving behind 
when they left home to attend residential schools and how families may have tried 
to prepare their children for residential schools. The students shared the teaching 
from Shi-shi-etko’s family that they thought was most important and also what 
teaching from their own families or what memory they would want to take with 

them. 
 
On Tuesday, we read Shin-chi’s Canoe, also written by Nicola I. Campbell and 
illustrated by Kim LaFave, and on Wednesday, we read, When We Were 
Alone, written by David Alexander Robertson and illustrated by Julie 

Flett. Through these stories students had an opportunity to 
imagine the impact it would have had to be separated from 
their family and community to attend residential school. In our 
sharing circles we discussed the things that impacted students attending residential 
school (e.g. loss of colour in their clothing, getting their hair cut against their will, not 
being able to speak their language, not being able to see their families, etc.). We 

thought about how it might have felt to go through these new experiences and how they would feel if 
they were to have one of these things (or something else important to them) taken away without an 
explanation. 

On Friday, we read, Stolen Words written by Melanie Florence and illustrated by 
Gabrielle Grimard. This story was used to deepen the students' understanding 
regarding the loss of language and culture that many Indigenous communities 
face as a result of the residential school system that existed within Canada. In our 
sharing circle we talked about the importance of language in our daily lives. We 
also talked about how Indigenous communities are trying to regain their 
languages. 

 

 

 



Daily Health Check 

 
Before coming to school all students and adults must conduct a daily health check/self assessment. Please 
do not send your student to school if they have any signs or symptoms of illness or if they have been in close 
contact with a confirmed case of Covid19.  
 
Illness symptoms include: fever, cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat/ trouble swallowing, runny nose or 
red eyes, loss of taste or smell, not feeling well, tired or sore muscles, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea.  
 
The British Columbia Daily Health check website is an easy way to decide if your child should come to school 
based on their symptoms. Learn more at http://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca . Families can also call 811 or 
their family physician for guidance. 
 

Lego Club 

Lego Club is starting up on Thursday, Oct. 7 and 
will run for 5 weeks. We will meet Thursdays 
from 12:20-12:55 in the computer lab for fun 
group challenges and building. This club is being 
led by Brooklynn (past AJ student) who is cur-
rently in grade 12 at NISS and is completing 
Learning Leaders 12 at our school this quarter. All 
students are welcome to join in the fun! 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Our first informal reporting period is the week 
of October 12th. Teachers will be scheduling 
Parent-Teacher conferences for that week. The 
purpose for a conference at this time of the 
year is for parents and teachers to share infor-
mation, which will give your child every ad-
vantage to have a successful year. Your child 
will not be a part of this conference. They will 
be a part of the three-way conferences in De-
cember and March.  

Teaching Staff 

We are pleased to share that Mr. Frank Purdon was the successful candidate for the 0.80 tempo-
rary teaching position that was posted. Mr. Purdon is excited to be returning to A.J. Elliott. He will be teach-
ing in both classrooms as well as teaching K/1 math and looking after the library. Mr. Purdon will be begin-
ning his new position on Thursday, October 7. This position reflects a 0.20 decrease in staff due to declining 
enrolment. Class timetables will be adjusted to reflect this starting Monday. We hope to get classroom 
schedules home to families mid October. Thank you to Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Krkosek who filled in while the 
job was posted and filled.  
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