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MISSION STATEMENT 

As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and 
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their 
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills.  The strength of the 
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child 
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.   

UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF: 

  

Dear Families,  

We hope this message finds you all healthy in these unprecedented and trying times. Now with Spring 
Break behind us and a new reality for BC schools (the suspension of in-class instruction) due to the CO-
VID 19 pandemic, we are working to make this transition as smooth as possible. Our first priority is the 
health and safety of students, their families and the staff of A.J. Elliott School. It was wonderful to con-
nect with families this week. We enjoyed getting to Zoom (video conference) with many of you and look 
forward to using this platform to connect with students.   

Teachers are busy preparing lessons to deliver to students starting April 14, 2020. In the meantime, stu-
dents are encouraged to continue their learning in a variety of ways. You can visit your child's classroom 
blog ( https://mrswatson123.edublogs.org  for the primary class and http://lansdowne.edublogs.org for 
the intermediate class) where you will find a password protected page for each student. Your child can 
access their page with the code we shared with you. On this page you will find links to many things your 
child can be doing now and all the login information they will need for these websites. The Ministry has 
also provided a new website to support students in their continual learning https://
www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/ . 

Provincial updates about CO-VID 19 will continue to be updated on the district and school websites, and 
on our school Facebook page.  If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to email me at 
mwatson@sd85.bc.ca.  

Kindest regards,  

Melody Watson 
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Family Activity Ideas 

 Take a nature walk and look for signs of spring 

 Make a piece of art using natural materials you can find near home 

 Try a new recipe or make dinner as a family 

 Try an online workout or virtual yoga instruction 

 Set-up a virtual playdate with friends 

 Collect and paint rocks 

 Have a family scavenger hunt 

Have paper airplane races 

For more great ideas you might want to visit one of these links: 

Today's Parent https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/fun-things-to-do-at-home/ 

Family eGuide https://familyeguide.com/boredom-busters-110-fun-at-home-activities-for-families-kids-2/ 

Life Hack https://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/15-fun-and-easy-family-activities-that-you-can-
home.html 

Website of the Week 

Each week we will highlight a different website that you may enjoy accessing at home. Our first website is 
Epic.  Epic is the leading digital library for elementary aged children.  On Epic you can access over 40,000 
books, learning videos, quizzes and more. You will find fiction, non-fiction, STEM, biographies, graphic nov-
els, DIY, and more. Epic has made access to their website free to educators through the end of the school 
year. You can find your child's log-in information on their page on their classroom blog. Here are just a few 
of the amazing titles waiting for your child to explore:
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Ministry of Education FAQ 

 

The British Columbia Ministry of Education is working with all 60 school districts, independent school au-
thorities, First Nations schools and education partners to support a coordinated approach in response to 
COVID-19. The health and safety of school staff, students, parents and communities is the highest priority. 
To ensure B.C.’s K-12 education system supports the coordinated approach, the work will be guided by a 
set of principles to:  

1| Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students, families and employees.  

2| Provide the services needed to support children of our essential workers.  

3| Support vulnerable students who may need special assistance.  

4| Provide continuity of educational opportunities for all students. 

The Ministry of Education has developed  the linked Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) with the latest de-
velopments and will continue to update them.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-
orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-learning-k-12-
education_system.pdf 

Zoom (From the Ministry of educations's FAQ) 

Beginning this month, the Ministry of Education is working with Focused Education to provide a provincial 
license of the Zoom Videoconferencing application to all school districts to ensure educators can best sup-
port continuous learning at home for students.  Zoom is being used around the world to support educa-
tion, businesses and governments during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Why was Zoom chosen as the videoconferencing application?  

• Zoom has been reviewed by government and meets the privacy and security requirements.  

• The application’s data for Canadian users is housed at its Canadian-hosted data centres in Vancouver and 
Toronto.  

• The application’s platform is known to offer a smooth audio/video experience with minimal interruptions 
if any for users with fast or slower Internet connection speeds.  

What type of security and privacy measures will be taken to protect students?  

• The Zoom enterprise (business) application provided to school districts has robust security features that 
meets B.C. government standards. 

• These features are not available on the free version of the application.  

• The enterprise application of Zoom has been reviewed by government as part of its review of applica-
tions used by public sector organizations. April 1, 2020 5  

• The Zoom enterprise application does not provide personal information to third party businesses such as 
Facebook and Microsoft. 
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EASTER STEM ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS  
 
1. Plastic Egg Races https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/plastic-easter-egg-races-exploring-
ramps-gravity-motion-saturday-science/  

 

2. Crystal Easter Egg Craft https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/make-crystal-egg-
easter-craft.html 

 

3. Grow Your Own Geode https://feelslikehomeblog.com/2013/03/how-to-grow-your-own-
crystal-geodes-cool-science-experiment-for-kids/ 

 

4. Easter Catapult https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/easter-catapult-stem-activity-kids/ 

 

5. Jelly Bean Buildings https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/building-with-jelly-beans-easter-
stem-and-engineering-for-kids/ 

 

6. Egg in Vinegar Experiment https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/naked-egg-experiment-
rubber-egg-science/ 

Just for Fun... 

 

Why was the Easter egg hiding? 

Because it was a little chicken. 

 

Why was the Easter Bunny so grumpy? 

Because he was having a bad hare day. 

 
 

What kind of music does the Easter Bunny like? 

Hip Hop. 

 

Fun  Easter Facts 

Around 90 million chocolate Easter bunnies are made for the holiday each year. 

Tosca (Italy) created the largest chocolate Easter egg ever, weighing a whopping 7,200 kg and 
with a circumference of 19.6 m  at its widest point. 
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A.J. Easter Colouring Fun 

This free Easter colouring page comes from http://www.freefuneaster.com/easter-coloring-
pages/. If you colour the page and email it to the school, we will post a few of the pictures on 
the school website and Facebook page.  Please remember to only use your first name on the 
colouring picture if you email it in. 
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