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MISSION STATEMENT 

As a school community, we strive to enrich life’s learning and 
celebrate the successes of each student as they develop their 
academic, cultural, athletic, and social skills.  The strength of the 
school is the sense of family and community allowing each child 
to reach full potential in a safe and caring environment.   

UPCOMING DATES TO MAKE NOTE OF: 

3 way Conferences begin Dec. 9 

Early Dismissal for 3 way confer-

ences  12:30 

Dec. 10 

Soup Day Dec. 11 

Christmas Celebration Dec. 18 

Family Skate in Port McNeill Dec. 20 

Christmas Break begins Dec. 23 

Inservice Day—No school Jan. 6 

Students return from Christmas 

Break 

Jan. 7 

ABC Performance—Karima Essa Jan. 13 

Missoula Children’s Theatre Jan. 

20—25 

Picture Retakes Jan. 30 

SOUP DAY! 

Anca made a delicious Sweet Potato 

soup on Wednesday while the kids 

were busy enjoying a wonderful per-

formance in the gym by the Voices 

for the Salish Sea. 

Many thanks to the Sointula Co-op 

and the Sointula Recreation Associa-

tion for supporting the healthy food 

programs at A.J. Elliott. 

Pajama Day 

The students “walked around the 

room in one big line, wearing their 

pajamas and  looking so fine” while 

listening to Sandra Boytons Pajama 

Time song. 

This School Council sponsored event 

was  enjoyed by all the participants.  



Communicating Student Learning 

Three Way Conferences are taking place Monday and Tuesday, December 9th and 10th. Your child 
should have brought home their scheduled time this week.  Please let us know if this time doesn't 
work for your family so that we can reschedule. As we have several new families this year, I would like 
to share information about three way conferences and how we communicate student learning in our 
school. 

  

Several years ago, in consultation with parents, we moved from a traditional reporting model focused 
on report cards and letter grades to a model that is focused on student learning and growth.  The for-
mat we use now allows parents and students to be more involved in the process.     

 

What to Expect Your at Three-Way Conference 

• Your conference will be an in-depth conversation between teacher(s), parent(s), and student based 
on a collection of student work.  

• Teachers and students will comment on learning in a conference format rather than a formal written 
report.  

• At the conference, learning goals will be determined by the student, parent(s) and teacher(s).  

• Conference notes, along with content area achievement will be kept in the student’s file.  

• Parents will receive a copy of the notes from the conference. 

  

Questions You May Have About This Format: 

  

How will I know whether or not my child is learning and developing at an age or grade appropriate 
level? This conferencing and reporting is based on provincial performance standards that define ex-
pectations in numeracy, reading and writing for each grade level. 

   

Will I see all of my child’s teachers?  You may not see all the teachers at the same conference, but 
you can email, make an appointment, etc., with any teacher you wish to at any time.  The teachers 
have worked together to prepare for these conferences and have shared student learning information. 

   

How long does the conference last?  The conference will take about 20-30 minutes.  In order to 
meet with all families the conferences are scheduled one after the other.  Please do your best to be on 
time. 

 

Melody Watson 
Principal 



Voices for the Salish Sea 

A.J. Elliott was treated to their first ABC per-
formance of the year Wednesday morning. 
Two groups that have visited A.J. in the past 
have now joined forces. The Wilds (Rock 
the Salish Sea) and Pacific Canadian muso-
historians, Tiller’s Folly (Stirring Up Ghosts) 
shared songs and stories about the Salish 
Sea, it’s beauty, history, ecology and cul-
ture. Their goal is to entertain, engage, edu-
cate and promote a sense of pride, aware-
ness, advocacy and stewardship for the 
unique ecosystem that is our Salish Sea. 



Dusda̱k̕wa Jam 
The students finished their Berries Inquiry today with the making of 
dusda̱k̕wa freezer jam. The students worked in teams to gather materials 

and ingredients. First they had to mash the blackberries. They practiced their counting 
in kwak’wala as they did this. Each person got 10 mashes and then passed the bowl. 
Next they measured and added the remaining ingredients and got more counting prac-
tice as they stirred and stirred to dissolve the sugar. It was a lot of stirring!  


